
What is a Soil & Water Conservation District?  
Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) 
are located in each county in New York State, 
along with New York City, and are governed 
by a board of directors who represent farm 
and non-farm interests in addition to county 
government.   

SWCDs are natural resource entities that     
implement conservation programs at the local 
level.  
• 58 Districts in New York State
• Authorized under State Law
• Non-regulatory
• Implementation-based
• Partnership-driven
• Provide technical assistance and educa-

tional programs to residents and local gov-
ernments.

SWCDs serve landowners and communi-
ties.  
• Farms of any size and

commodity
• Rural landowners
• Municipalities
• Urban and suburban

communities
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What Do SWCD's Do?

Districts implement programs to improve 
and protect New York’s natural resources. 
• Implement Best Management Practices!

(BMPs) on farm and rural lands to   pro-
tect and improve soil health, water quality,!
and wildlife habitat.

• Enhance fish and wildlife habitat through!
invasive species management.

• Protect private and public property with!
stream and stormwater management.

• Assist local municipalities with flood pre-
vention projects.

• Educate developers in soil erosion and!
sediment control practices.

• Conduct outreach to communities and!
schools to teach the value of natural re-
source conservation.

• For more information contact:
      Livingston County SWCD
 P.O. Box 453 Geneseo, NY 14454

• 585 489-6274
• Robert.Stryker@Livingstoncountynyswcd.gov

www.nys-soilandwater.org
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